
Basic APA Format 

Here are the parts you need for every source you use. Collect them as you work to save time later!  

Author  [only give the last name & initials of the first & other names, as in Lastname, F.I. or Rippa, M.E.] 

Publication Date  [the date the article was published] 

Title of the document  [the title of this specific page, article or section, not the entire book or website] 

Name of the Book or Journal  [this will be italicized in the reference] 

Volume or Issue number  [if there is one – the volume is italicized, the issue number is not] 

Page number(s)  [if it was printed – look closely at online newspapers to find them] 

Exact url  [full web address in plain text, not as a blue underlined hyperlink] 

Location:Publisher of book [includes city & state where published, then : and the name of the publisher] 

In-Text Citations 
These are the citations you have in the middle of your writing, which indicate where a specific piece of information came 

from. It goes in parentheses before the period ending a sentence with material that is from the source and includes the 

author’s last name and the year it was published. Whenever you use information that did not come from your own 

brain, you cite it then list it as a source at the end of your paper or presentation. For example, I just learned that the 

pallid sturgeon, which has existed for millions of years, may be endangered by a dam in Montana (Klein, 2016).  

Work Cited Page 
This is the list of sources, sorted alphabetically by the author’s last name, at the end of your document. There is a slightly 

different format for each type of source. Pay attention to punctuation (if any) and italics. Below is a basic format and an 

example. Yours should look exactly the same, double-spaced and with all but the first line of each source indented. 

Journal Article: 

Lastname, F.I. (Publication Date). Title of article. Name of Journal, Volume(issue), page numbers. Retrieved from  

  Exact url 

Klein, J. (July 26, 2016). A fish outlived the dinosaurs, can it outlast a dam? NY Times, D3. Retrieved from  

  http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/25/science/pallid-sturgeon-montana-yellowstone-river.html 

Website:  

Lastname, F.I. (Publication Date). Title of document. Retrieved from exact url 

O’Neill, I.O. (July 25, 2016). Sun erupts with biggest solar flares of 2016. Retrieved from http://www.seeker.com/sun- 

  erupts-with-biggest-solar-flares-of-2016-1943532866.html 

Book 

Lastname, F.I. (Publication Date). Name of the book. Location:Publisher. 

Tolkien, J.R.R. (1966). The hobbit or there and back again. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company. 
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